Giant cell tumor of the skull in pediatric patients. Report of two cases.
Giant cell tumors of the bone are rare, locally aggressive lesions that primarily affect the epiphyses of long bones. These tumors can occur in the skull, principally in the sphenoid and temporal bones. Symptoms of these tumors depend on their site of origin but typically include headache, pain, visual field defects, and conductive hearing loss. Histologically, these tumors consist of three cell types: osteoclast-like multinucleated giant cells; round mononuclear cells resembling monocytes; and spindle-shaped, fibroblast-like stromal cells. Radiographically, the tumors appear osteolytic and radiolucent without a sclerotic border. These tumors typically present in the third to fourth decades of life and rarely occur in patients under 20 years of age. The small number of studies of giant cell tumors of the skull has focused on the adolescent and adult populations. The authors report two cases of giant cell tumors of the skull in pediatric patients. In the first case, a 2-year-old girl presented with swelling behind the right ear. In the second case, a 7-week-old girl presented with a mass within the external auditory canal. Both patients underwent metastatic workup and biopsy procedures before resection of the tumor. Both case reports contribute to the literature of giant cell tumors of the skull by describing this condition in pediatric patients. To the authors' knowledge, these cases represent the youngest two patients with giant cell tumors of the skull yet described.